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believing that foreign intervention must come, held that
the wisest policy was to anticipate their enemies, and to
carry on an active revolutionary propaganda, so that
they might in the end oppose a league of peoples to the
league of kings.

Mirabeau saw clearly from the first that peace
was essential to enable the country to escape the most
frightful convulsions, that war would destroy the last
chance of saving the Monarchy. He therefore con-
sistently endeavoured to dissuade the Assembly from
measures likely to embroil France with her neighbours.
In August 1790 he became a member of the Diplomatic
Committee, and, as he alone had some knowledge and
experience, some acquaintance with foreign countries
and foreign statesmen, he soon exercised much influence
over his colleagues. Even Barnave, who had said that
when the people and reason ruled, diplomatic secrecy
was out of date, appears to have yielded to his ascend-
ency. To prevent any action on the part of the Assembly
which would endanger peace, and to prevent the com-
plete isolation of France, were the two objects which
Mirabeau perseveringly pursued, and not without a
certain measure of success.

We have mentioned (page 64) that before 1789 he
had advocated an alliance with England. But, during
the negotiations between England and Spain after the
Nootka Sound difficulty, he obtained from the Assembly
the ratification of the defensive and commercial clauses
of the treaty between France and Spain. The friend-
ship of England, he said, could only be bought by the
sacrifice of French manufactures to the English spirit of
monopoly, and the commercial progress which must be